


In accordance with article 8.2. of the Andalusian 
Law of Public Finance: “Public expenditure, in-
cluded in the Budget of the Autonomous Re-
gion, will carry out a fair allocation of public re-
sources, and their planning and implementation 
will meet the criteria of efficiency and economy 
and the principles of solidarity and territoriali-
ty”. Efficiency and economy are therefore the 
guiding principles of Andalusian Finance. For 
the precise purposes of promoting the princi-
ple of efficiency, increasing use is being made 
of what are known as ‘spending reviews’. These 
are systematic in-depth analyses of a program-
me or batch of public expenditure carried out 
for the purposes of obtaining improvements to 
efficiency and opportunities and identifying po-
licies that have ceased being effective or have 
lost their priority.

Spending reviews have the potential to identify 
efficiency savings and are an opportunity to limit 
inefficient items, helping to achieve intelligent 
fiscal consolidation and freeing up resources for 
new public priorities. By providing greater un-
derstanding of how public resources are spent, 
spending reviews help improve their composi-
tion, guiding such spending towards purposes 
that are more likely to favour growth or more sus-
tainable over the long term. They also encourage 

a culture of evaluation in the Administration and 
help design better strategies for the future.

The EU has highlighted the importance of spen-
ding reviews, recommending them to the Mem-
ber States. Following these recommendations, 
many countries have implemented more or less 
routine programmes of spending review. The 
Spanish Government has channelled through the 
AIReF (Independent Authority for Fiscal Respon-
sibility of Spain) a set of spending reviews carried 
out on different phases and programmes. In the 
words of the European Commission, “as a fun-
damentally empirical exercise, the spending re-
view benefits hugely from ‘learning by doing’ and 
from the exchange of good practice.”

The IEHPA Foundation, a body affiliated to the 
Regional Ministry of Economy, Finance and Euro-
pean Funds, is organising this awareness-raising 
day to highlight the interest for public adminis-
trations of undergoing a programme of spending 
reviews, together with the principal aspects to 
take into account from the perspective of the bo-
dies carrying out such reviews.
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